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Ahnmed Deedat

M. Chairman, |adies and gentlenen. On the subject of
crucifixion, the Mislim is told in no uncertain terns, in
the Holy Qur'an, the last and final revelation of God, that
they didn't kill Hm nor did they crucify Hm But it was
nmade to appear to them so. And those who dispute therein,
are full of doubts. They have no certain know edge; they
only follow conjecture, guesswork. For of a surety, they
killed H m not.

M. Chairman, |adies and gentlenen. Could anyone have
been nore explicit, nore dognatic, nore unconpromising, in
stating a belief than this? The only one who was entitled to
say such words is the all-knowi ng, omiscient Lord of the
uni ver se.

The Muslimbelieves this authoritative statement as the
veritable Wrd of God. And as such, he asks no questions,
and he denands no proof. He says, "There are the words of ny
Lord; | believe, and | affirm™ But the Christian responds
in the words of our honorable guest. |In his book, Josh
McDowel | with Don Stewart in "Answers to tough Questions" on
pages 116 and 117, states the Christian's attitude toward
this wunconpromsing statenment of the Muslim He says, "A
maj or problemw th accepting Mohamed's account is that his
testinony is 600 years after the event occurred, while the
New Testanment contai ns eyewi tness, or first hand, testinony



of the life and nmini- stry of Jesus Christ." In a nutshell,
the Christian asks how can a nan a thousand miles away from
the scene of the happening of the crucifixion and 600 years
intine amay from the happening know what happened in
Jerusal en? The Muslimresponds that these are the words of
God Al mghty. And therefore, as such, God knew what had
happened. The Christian naturally reasons that, had he
accepted this book, the Qur'an, as the wrd of God, there
would have been no dispute between us. W would all have
been Musli ns!

W have eyewitness and earwitness accounts of these
happenings which are stated for us in the Holy Bible, nore
especially in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
Now, the inplication of this crucifixionis this: it is
al l eged that Jesus Christ was nurdered by the Jews by nmeans
of crucifixion 2,000 years ago, And as such, the Jews are
guilty of the nurder of Jesus Christ. W Mislins are told
that they are innocent because Christ was not killed, nor

was He crucified, And as such, | amgiven the [nandate] by
the Holy Qr'an to defend the Jews against the Christian
charge. I'mgoing to defend the Jews this afternoon, not

because they are ny cousins, but sinply because justice nust
he done. W have our points of difference with the Jews -
that is a different question altogether. This afternoon,

will try my very best to do justice to ny cousins, the Jews.

Now, in this argument, this debate, this dialogue, I am
actually the defense counsel for the Jews, and Josh MDowel |
is the prosecuting counsel. And you, ladies and gentlenen
are the |ladies and gentlemen of the jury. | want you to sit
back, relax and at the end of this, give judgnent to
yoursel f, to your own consci ence whether the Jews are guilty
or not of the charge as alleged by the Christians.

Now, to get to the point, as the defense counsel for the

Jews, | could have had this case against the Jews disnissed
injust two mnutes - in any court of law, in any civilized
country in the world, sinply by demanding from the

prosecuting counsel the testinbnies of these w tnesses,
Matt hew, Mark, Luke and John, And when they are pre- sented,
inthe formof sworn affidavits, as we have them in the

gospels, | could say that, in their original, they are not
attested. And the proof - you get any authorized King Janes
Version of the Bible, and you'll find each and every

affidavit begins: "The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
Gospel according to St. Mrk, the Gospel according to St

Luke, the CGospel according to St. John." |'m asking, |adies
and gentlemen of the jury, what is this "according ..
according ... according"? Do you know what it neans? It

means Matthew, Mark, Luke and John didn't sign their nanes.
It is only assunmed that these are their work. And as such

in any court of law, in any civilized country, they would be
thrown out of court in just two m nutes.

Not only that, | can have this case dismssed TWCE in
two mnutes in any court of lawin any civilized country.
said twi ce because one of the testators in the Gospel of St
Mark, chapter 14, verse 50, tells wus that at the nost
critical juncture inthe life of Jesus, all H's disciples
forsook Hm and fled. ALL. |If they were not there, the
testimony of those who were not there to wtness what



happened will be thrown out of court. | said, twice in two
m nutes, in just 120 seconds flat, the case would be over
In any court of law. in any civilized country in the world.

But where is the fun of it? You have come a long way
fromfar and wide, after all the threatening rains. And now,
if we say the case is closed and go honme, where is the fun
of it? To entertain you, | wll accept those docunents as
valid, for the sake of this dialogue, and we are now going
to put these witnesses into the box for cross-exam nation
And | want you to see where the truth lies

The first witness that 1'mgoing to call, happens to be
St. Luke. And St. Luke has been described by Christian
authorities as one of the greatest historians. As a
hi storical book, the Gospel of St. Luke is unique. Now, we
get St. Luke. chapter 24. verse 36. I'mgoing to tell you
what he has said - what he has witten in black and white.
He tells us that it was Sunday evening, the first day of the
week, when Jesus Christ wal ked into that upper room the one
in which He had the Last Supper with His disciples. This is
three days after Hs alleged crucifixion. He goes in, and He
wi shes Hi s disciples, "Peace be unto you." And when He said,
"Peace be unto you," His disciples were terrified. |s that

true? We're asking you. | would like to ask Hm why were
t he di sci pl es terrified? Because when one neets his
| ong-1ost nmaster, his grandfather, his guru, his Rabbi - we

Eastern peopl e enbrace one another; we kiss one another. Wy
should Hs disciples be terrified? So Luke tells wus they
were frightened, because they thought He was a spirit.

I"'monly quoting what he said. And you can verify in
your own Bible at home. They were frightened, they were
terrified because they thought He was a spirit. |'m asking
Luke, did He look like a spirit? And he says no. |'m asking
all the Christians of the world again and again, of every
church and denonmination, this master of yours, did He | ook
like a spirit? And they all say no. Then | say, why should
they think that nman is a spirit when He didn't | ook Iike
one? And everyone is puzzled - unless Josh can explain.
Every Christian is puzzled. Why should they think the man is
aspirit when He didn't look like one? I will tell you. The
reason is because the disciples of Jesus had heard from
hearsay that the Master was hanged on the cross. They had
heard, from hearsay, that He had given up the ghost. In
other words. His spirit had cone out: He had died. They had
heard from hearsay that He was dead and buried for three
days. Al their know edge was from hearsay, because as |
said at the beginning (Mark, chapter 14, verse 50), your
other witness says that at the nost criti- cal juncture in
the life of Jesus all H's disciples forsook H mand fled.
All!l They were not there.

So, all the know edge being from hearsay, you cone
across a person who you heard was dead for three days. You
assune that He's stinking in H s grave. Wen you see such a
person. naturally, vyou're terrified. So Jesus wants to
assure themthat He's not what they're thinking. They are
t hi nking that He has conme back fromthe dead. A resurrected,
spiritualized body, so He says - | amonly quoting what Luke
says - He says, "Behold My hands and My feet." Have a | ook
at My hands and My feet, that it is |, Mself. | amthe same



fellow, man, what's wong with you? Wiy are you afrai d? He
says, "Handle Me and see. Handle Me and see. For a spirit
has no flesh and bones, as you see ne have." A spirit:
indefinite article "a." A spirit, any spirit, has no flesh
and bones, as you see nme have. So, if | have flesh and
bones, I"'mnot a spirit: I"'mnot a ghost: |I'mnot a spook.
am asking the English man - the one who speaks English as
hi s nother tongue - since | have flesh and bones. I'mnot a
spirit: 1'm not a ghost: I'"'mnot a spook. | say. is that
what it neans in your |anguage?

| say, you Afrikaner, when a man tells you that, does it
nmean that he's not what you are thinking? That is, he is not
a spirit, heis not a ghost, he is not a spook. And
everybody responds "yes." If a man tells you a spirit has no
fl esh and bones, it nmeans it has no flesh and bones. As you
see, | have these things, so |I'mnot what you're thinking.
You are thinking that | was dead, and | have conme back from
the dead and amresurrected. If a spirit has no flesh and
bones, in other words, he's telling you that the body you
are seeing is not a netanorphosed body. It is not a
translated body; it is not a resurrected body. Because a
resurrected body gets spiritualized. Wo says so? M
authority is Jesus. You say, "Were?" | say Luke, you |ook
again - chapter 20 in verse 36. Wit does he say? You see,
the Jews were always coming to Hmw th riddles; they were
always asking Hm "Mster, shall we pay tribute to Caesar
or not? Master, this woman, we found her in the act. What
shall we do to her? Master " Again and agai n. Now, they
come to Hmand they ask Hm it says. "Master," Rabbi in
the Hebrew |anguage, "Master, we had a woman anong us, and
this wonman according to a Jew sh custom had seven
husbands." You see, according to a Jew sh custom if a
brother of a man dies and | eaves no offspring. then the nman
takes his brother's wfe to be his own wife. And when he
fails the third brother does |likewi se, and the fourth and
the fifth and the sixth, and the seventh.

Seven brothers had this woman as a wife. but there was
no problem while on this earth because it was all one by
one. Now, they want to know from H m that at t he
resurrection, in the hereafter, which one is going to have
her, because they all had her here. In other words, there
will be a war in heaven, because we believe that we will al
be resurrected sinmultaneously. Al together. at one tine.
And these seven brothers wake up at the same tine. and they
see this woman and every one would say, "My wifel My wife!"
and there would be a war in heaven between the brothers for
this one wonan.

So they want to know from H m which one is going to have
her on the other side. Luke. chapter 20, verse 36. Check it
out. In answer to that. Jesus said about these resurrected

men and wonen, “Neither shall they die anymore.” In other
words, "Once t hey are resurrected, t hey will be
imortalized." This is a nortal body. It needs food,
shelter, clothing, sex, rest. Wthout these things nankind
perishes. That body wll be an immrtalized body. An

i mortal body, no food, no shelter, no clothing, no sex, no
rest. He says neither shall they die anynore. For they are
equal unto the angels.



In other words, they will be angelized. They wll be
spiritualized; they wll be spiritual creatures; they wll
be spirits! For they are equal unto angels and the children
of God. Such are the children of the resurrection - spirit!
He said "A spirit has no flesh and bones, as you see M
have." In other words, "I'm not resurrected." And they
believed not for joy and wonders - Luke 24 again. Wat
happened then? W thought the nman was al ready dead, perhaps
stinking in H's grave. And they believed not for joy -
overjoy - and they wonder what hap- pened? So He says, "Have
you any broiled fish and a honeyconb here, nmeat - sonething
to eat?" And they gave H ma piece of bread and He took it
and ate it in their very sight. To prove what? |'m asking
ladies and gentlenmen of the jury, what was He trying to
denonstrate? What? "I amthe same fellow, nman; | am not what
you are thinking, | have not come back fromthe dead."

This was Sunday evening after the alleged crucifixion.
Let's go back. Wat happened in the norning? Your other
wi t ness, John, chapter 20, verse 1, tells wus that it was
Sunday norning, the first day of the week, when Mary
Magdal ene went to the tonb of Jesus. |I'm asking John, why
did she go there? O, let's put another of your w tnesses on
the stand, Mark, chapter 16, verse 1. Mark, tell us - why
did Mary go there? And Mark tells us, "She went to anoint
Hm" Now, the Hebrew word for anoint is 'massahah' from
whi ch we get the word messiah in Hebrew and nasih in Arabic.
The root word for both Arabic and Hebrew is the sane.
Massahah neans to rub, to nassage, to anoint.

" m asking, do Jews massage dead bodies after three
days? And the answer is no. | say to you Christians, do you
massage dead bodies after three days? Do you? The answer is
no. W Muslinms are the closest to the Jew in our cerenony of
law. Do Muslins massage dead bodies after three days? The
answer is no. Then why would they want to go and nassage a
dead, rotten body after three days? Wthin three hours, you
know that rigor nortis sets in, the hardening of the cells,
the rotting of the body, fernmentation fromwithin. In three
days' tine the body is rotten frominside. Such a rotting
body when you massage it falls to pieces.

Wiy woul d she want to go and nassage a dead, rotten body
unl ess she was looking for a live person? You see, according
to your witnesses, fromonly reading, she nmust have seen
signs of life inthe linp body as it was being taken down
fromthe cross. She was about the only wonan who, with
Joseph of Arimathea and N codenus, had given the final rites
to the body of Jesus. Al his other disciples had forsaken
H mand fled. They were not there. So if this wonman had seen
signs of life, she was not going to shout, "There, He's
alive! He's alive!" - to invite a sure death.

Three days | ater, she goes in, and she wants to anoint
H m And when she reaches the sepul chre, she finds that the
stone is renoved. The wi nding sheets are inside. So, she
starts to cry. |I'masking, why was the stone renoved and why
were the w ndi ng sheets unwound? Because for a resurrected
body you won't have to renove the stone to cone out. For the
resurrected body, you don't have to unwind the w nding
sheets to nove, This is the need of this physical body. This
nortal body. Because a poet tells us, "The stone walls do



not a prison nmake nor iron bars a cage,"” For the soul, for
the spirit, these things do not natter. Iron bars or walls.
It's the need of Hi s physical body. Jesus Christ, according
to the Scriptures, was watching her from wherever He was,
not from heaven, but fromthis earth

Because this tonb, if you remenber, was privately owned
property bel onging to Joseph of Arimathea. This very rich
influential disciple had carved out of a rock a big, roony
chanber. Around that chanber was his vegetabl e garden. Now,
don't tell me that this Jew was so generous that he was
planting vegetables five miles out of town for other
people's sheep and goats to graze upon. Surely he nmust have
bought his laborers quarters. O for people who | ooked after
his garden, or perhaps his country hone where he went with
his famly for holidays, on the weekends.

Jesus is there and He watches this wonan. He knows who
she is and He knows why she's there. And He goes up to her
He finds her crying. So He says, "Wnman, why weepest thou?
VWhom seekest thou?" |I'm asking, doesn't He know? Doesn't He
know? Why does He ask such a silly question? I'm telling
you, this is not a silly question. He's actually pulling her
| eg, netaphorically. She, supposing Hmto be the gardener -
I'm only reading you evidence as it is given. She supposed

H mto be the gardener - | am asking, why does she suppose
He's a gardener? Do resurrected bodies | ook |ike gardeners?
Do they? | say, why does she suppose He's a gardener? [|I'm

telling you, because He's disguised as a gardener. Wiy is He
di sgui sed as a gardener? | say, because He's afraid of the
Jews. Wy is He afraid of the Jews? | say, because He didn't
die. And He didn't conquer death. If He had died, and if He
had conquered death, there's no need to be afraid anynore.
Why not ? Because the resurrected body can't die twice. Wo
says so0? | say the Bible. What does it say? It says it is
ordai ned unto all men, once to die, and after that, the
judgrment. You can't die twice.

So, if He had conquered death, there would be no need to
be afraid. He's afraid, because He didn't die, So she,
supposing Hm to be the gardener, says, "Sir, if you have
taken H m hence, tell me where have you laid Hm to rest?"
To relax, to recuperate, not where have you buried Hm "So
that | might take himaway." | alone .- one woman a frai
Jewess. | nagine her carrying away a corpse of 160 pounds, at
| east, not 200 |like nme. A nuscul ar carpenter supposed to be
a young man in the prime of Hs life, at |east 160 pounds.
And anot her 100 pounds' worth of medicines around Hm John
chapter 19, verse 9. That makes H m 260.

Can you imagine this frail Jewess carrying this bundle
of a corpse over 260 pounds, like a bundle of straw, like a
super-worman in the American com cs? And take H m where? Take
H m home? Put H munder a bed - what does she want to do
with H n? Does she want to pickle H n? What does she want to
do with a rotting body. | ask you?

So Jesus - the joke has gone too far - says, "Mary..."
The way He said "Mary," she recognized that this was Jesus.
So, she wants to grab Hm [|'masking why. To bite H n? No!
To pay respect. W Eastern people do that. She wants to grab
Hm So Jesus says, "Touch Me not," | say, why not? Is He a



bundl e of electricity, a dynamp, that if she touches H m she
will get electrocuted? Tell me, why not? | say be- cause it
hurts, You give me another reason why not, "Touch Me not for

| am not yet ascended unto My Father." |Is she blind? Can't
she see the man is standing there beside her? Wat does He
mean by "I'm not gone up" when He is here? He said, "I am
not yet ascended unto M Father." In the | anguage of the
Jew, in the idiomof the Jew. He's saying, "I am not dead
yet."

The problem arises: who noved the stone? How coul d she
get to Hnm who noved the stone? And the Christians are
writing books upon books. ©One is Frank Morrison, a
rationalist lawer, He wites a book of 192 pages and he
gives six hypotheses, At the end of the 192 pages, when you
are finished, you still haven't got the answer. Wo noved
the stone? And they're witing books upon books: who noved
the stone? | can't understand why you can't see the very
obvious. Wy don't you read your books: These gospels, you
have it in black and white in your own nother tongue. This
is an anomaly that you read this book in your own nother
t ongue.

The Englishman in English, the Afrikaner in Afrikaans
the Zulu in Zulu. Every |l anguage group has got the book in
their own | anguage. And each and every one is mde to
understand the exact opposite of what he is reading. Exact
opposite. Not just nerely m sunderstandi ng.

| want you to prove ne wong. |I'mtelling you ... I'm
only quoting word for word exactly as your w tnesses have
said it. Preserved it for us in black and white. |'m not
attributing notives to them |'mnot saying that they are
di shonest witnesses. |I'mtelling you. Please read this book
of yours once nore. Renove the blinders, and read it again.
And tell me where |'mnot understanding your |anguage. You
Engl i shmen, or you Afrikaners, you Zulu. You cone back to ne
and if you feel that at the end of the talk. our honored
visitor has not done justice to the subject, you call nme -
to your KingdomHalls or to your school hall or anywhere you
want to discuss it further with ne. | amprepared to cone.
Who nmoved the stone? I'masking. It's very sinple - they're
talking about 20 nmen required. It is so huge, it needed a
superman from Anerica to nove it. One and a half to two
tons. |I'm telling you, please read Mark and Matthew and he
tells you that Joseph of Arinmathea alone, put the stone into
place. One man - alone. One man! If one man can put it into
pl ace, why can't two persons renove it, | ask you? Now, al
t hose happeni ngs - you know that this was prophesied. It was
ordai ned. And all the stories about what happened afterward
- I'm telling you that Jesus Christ had given you a clear
cut indication of what was going to happen. And that's also
preserved in black and white in your testinony in the Gospe
of St. Matthew, another of your wtnesses, chapter 12
verses 38. 39 and 40. The Jews conme again to Jesus. with a
new request.

Now t hey say. "Master, we would have a sign of Thee." W
want You to show a mracle to convince us that You are the
Messiah we are waiting for. You know, sonething supernatura
i ke wal king on the water, or flying in the air like a bird.
Do sonething, man, then we will be convinced that You are a



man of God, the Messiah we are waiting for. So Jesus answers
them He says, "An evil and adulterous generation seeketh
after a sign. But there shall be no sign given unto it,
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly of the whale, so shal

the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the belly

of the wearth.” The only sign He was prepared to give them
was the sign of Jonah. He has put all his eggs in one
basket. He didn't say, "You know blind Bartinmaeus, | heal ed
hi m

You know that worman with issues who had been bleeding
for years. She touched Me and she was heal ed. You know, |
fed five thou- sand people with a few pieces of fish and a

few pieces of bread. You see that fig tree. | dried it up
fromits very roots.” Nothing of the kind. "This is the only
sign | wll give you, the sign of Jonah." |'m asking, what

was that sign?

Well, go to the book of Jonah. | brought the book of
Jonah for you - one page by God - it is only one page in the
whol e Bible. This is the book of Jonah. Four short chapters.
It won't take you two minutes to read it. It's hard to find
the book because, in a thousand pages, to find one page is
difficult. But, vyou don't have to go there. If you went to
Sunday school. you will remenber what I'mtelling you. |'m
telling you that Jonah was sent to the Ninevites. You know,
God Almighty told him "Go to Nineveh," a city of 100,000
people. He was to warn them that they nust repent in
sack-cloth and ashes; they nust hunbl e thensel ves before the
Lord. Jonah was despondent because these nmaterialistic
people -worldly people - "They will not listen to ne. They
wi Il nake a nockery of what | have to tell them" So instead
of going to Nineveh, he goes to Joppa. That's what this
one-page book tells you. He went to Joppa and was taken
aboard a ship - he was going to Tarshish. You don't have to
remenber the names.

On the way, there's a storm And according to the
superstitions of these people, anyone who runs away fromhis
master's command, who fails to do his duty, <creates a
turnmoil at sea. So, they begin to question in the boat, who
could be responsible for this storm Jonah realizes that as
a prophet of God, he is a soldier of God. And as a soldier
of God, he has no right to do things presunptuously on his
own. So he says, "Look, | amthe guilty party. God Al nighty
is after nmy blood. He wants to kill ne, so in the process
He's sinking the boat, and you innocent people will die. It
will be better for you if you take ne and you throw ne
overboard. Because God is really after ny blood."

They say, "No, man, you know, you are such a good nman.
Perhaps you want to conmit suicide. W won't help you to do
that. We have a sys- temof our own of discovering right
from wong," and that is what they call casting lots. Like
heads or tails. So, according to the sys- tem of casting
lots, Jonah was found to be the guilty nan. And so they took
him and they threw hi m overboard.

Now | ' m going to ask you a question. Wen they threw him
overboard. was he dead or was he alive? Now, before you
answer. | want you to bear in mnd that Jonah had



vol unteered. He said, "Throw ne." And when a nan vol unteers,
you don't have to strangle himbefore throwing, you don't
have to spear himbefore throwi ng, you don't have to break
his armor |inb before throwing. You agree with nme?

The man had volunteered. So when they threw him
overboard, what does your conmon sense say? Was he dead or
was he alive? Please, | want your help. Was he dead or was
he alive? Alive. You get no prize for that - it was too
sinple a question. And - astonishingly the Jews say that he
was alive, the Christians say he was alive and the Mius- lins
say he was alive. How nuch nicer it would be if we would
agree on every other thing.

W all agree that he was alive when he was thrown into
that raging sea. And the storm subsided. Perhaps it was a
coincidence. A fish conmes and gobbles him Dead or alive?
Was he dead or was he alive? Alive? Thank you very nuch.

Fromthe fish's belly, according to the book of Jonah
he cries to God for help. Do dead men pray? Do they pray?
Dead people, do they pray? No! So he was alive. Three days
and three nights the fish takes him around the ocean. Dead
or alive? Alive. On the third day, wal king on the seashore,
I'm asking - dead or alive? Alive. Wat does Jesus say? He
said, "For as Jonah was." Just like Jonah. "For as Jonah
was, so shall the Son of Man be," referring to Hi nself. How
was Jonah - dead or alive? Alive. How was Jesus for three
days and three nights in the tonmb according to the Christian
bel i ef ? How was He? Dead or alive? Dead.

He was dead according to our belief. In other words,
He's unlike Jonah. Can't you see? He says, | shall be Ilike
Jonah and you are tell- ing me - there's one thousand two
hundred mllion Christians of the world - that He was unlike
Jonah. He said, | will be like Jonah, you say He was unlike

Jonah. If | was a Jew, | would not accept H mas ny Messiah
| amtold in the Qur'an that Jesus was the Messiah. |
accept. He was one of the mightiest nessengers of God -
accept. | believe in Hs mraculous birth. | believe that He
gave life to the dead by God' s perm ssion. And He heal ed
those born blind and the | eper by God's pernission. But if |
was a Jew, according to the sign that He has given, He
failed. Jonah is alive - Jesus is dead. They are not alike.
| don't know in what |anguage you can nmake them ali ke - that
they are |like one another. So the clever man. you know, the
doctor of theology, the professor of religion, he tells ne
that | don't under- stand the Bible.

Your Bible, | don't understand. Wiy don't | wunderstand
the Bible? He says, "You see M. Deedat, Jesus Christ is
enphasi zing the tine fac- tor." Note, He wuses the word

"three" four tinmes. For Jonah was three days and three
ni ghts. so shall the Son of Man be three days and three
ni ghts. He uses the word "three" four tines. In other words,
He's emphasi zing the tine factor - not whether He was dead
or alive. I'mtelling you that there is nothing mracul ous
inatime factor, Wiether the man was dead for three ninutes
or three hours or three weeks, that's not a niracle.

The miracle, if there is one at all, is that you expect
a mn to be dead and he's not dead. When Jonah was thrown



into the sea, we expect himto die. He didn't die, soit's a
mracle. A fish comes and gobbles him- he ought to die. He
didn't die, soit's a mracle. Three days and three nights
of suffocation and heat in the whale's belly, He ought to
die: he didn't die. It's a mracle, it's a mracle because
you expect a man to die and he didn't die.

When you expect a man to die, and if he dies, what's so
mracul ous about that? | ask you, what's mracul ous about
that? If a gunman took a gun and fired six shots into the
heart of a man and he dies, is that a miracle? No. But if he

laughs it off. if he is still alive and walking with us and
if, after the six shots tear his heart to pieces, he |aughs:
ha ha ha ha --- he's alive. So we say it's a mracle. Can't

you see? The mracle is when we expect a man to die and he
doesn't die. Wien the nan who is expected to die, dies, it's
no mracle.

We expect Jesus also to die. For what He had been

through, if He died, there is no mracle. There's no sign.
If He didn't die, it's a mracle - can't you see? So He
says, "No, no. It is the tine factor." Drowning nen clutch
at straws - drowning wonen do the sane. He says, "No. it's
the tinme factor." | say, did He fulfill that? He says, "O
course, He fulfilled that." | say, howdid He fulfill it?
Look, it's very easy to nmake statements. HOWNdid He fulfill
it? | say, watch. Wien was He crucified, | ask you? The

whol e Christian world says on Good Friday. Britain, France,
Germany. Anerica, Lesotho. Zanmbia - in South Africa we have
a public holiday - every Christian nation commenorates Good
Friday. | am aski ng, what nakes Good Friday good?

So the Christian says, "Christ died for our sins, That
nakes it good." So He was crucified on the Good Friday. He
says, yes. Yes. | say, when was He crucified - norning or
afternoon? So the Christian says in the afternoon. How | ong
was He on the cross? Sonme say three hours, sone say sSiX
hours. | say, | amnot going to argue with you. Watever you
say, | accept. You know, when we read the Scriptures, they
tell us that when they wanted to crucify Jesus, they were in
a hurry. And they were in such a hurry that Josh tells us in
his book, The Resurrection Factor, that wthin sonme 12
hours, there were six separate trials. Six trials He went
t hr ough.

These things only happen in films. These sort of things
- six trials in 12 hours fromm dnight to the next norning
and on, only take place on filnms. But | believe whatever you
tell nme. Whatever you tell ne, | accept. So the Jews were in
a hurry to put Hmup on the cross. Do you know why? Because
of the general public. Jesus was a Jew. The general public
oved Hm The man had heal ed the blind and the |epers and
the sick and had raised the dead. He had fed so many
t housands of people with bread and fish. He was a hero, and
if they discovered - the general public - that their hero's
life was in danger, there would have been a riot. So, they
had a midnight trial. Early in the norning they took Hmto
Pilate. Pilate says, "He is not my kettle of fish - take H m
to Herod." Herod says, "I'mnot interested - take H m back
to Pilate. And hurry, hurry, hurry.” And they held six
trials wthin 12 hours. Six. As if they had nothing else to
do, but | believe what you tell nme. They succeeded in



putting H mup on the cross, according to your w tnesses.

According to your witnesses. But as nmuch as they were in
a hurry to put Hmup, they were in a hurry to bring H m
down. You know why? Because at sunset on Friday, at six
o' clock, the Sabbath starts. You see, the Jews count the
days, night and day, night and day. W Mislins count our
days, night and day, night and day. Not day and ni ght. W
count night and day. Six o'clock, our day begins in the
evening. So, before sunset, the body nust cone down because
they were told in the book of Deuteronony that they nmust see
to it that nobody is hanging on the tree on the Sabbath day.
"That thy | and be not defiled which the Lord thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance." So quickly, quickly, they brought
the body down and they gave Hma burial bath, and they put
a hundred pounds of nedicine around Hm And they put H m
into the the book of Deuteronony that they nust see to it
that nobody is hanging on the tree on the Sabbath day. "That
thy land be not defiled which the Lord thy God giveth thee
for an inheritance." So quickly, quickly, they brought the
body down and they gave H ma burial bath, and they put a
hundred pounds of nedicine around Hm And they put Hminto
the sepulchre. Not a grave - a sepulchre. A big, roony
chanber above ground. So it's already evening. Fromthree
o'clock in the afternoon, for whatever you do, the details
are given in Josh's book. Burial baths normally take nore
than an hour. You read the details about how the Jew give a
burial bath to the dead. That takes nore than an hour
itself. But let's say they succeeded in doing all these
things in a hurry, hurry. You know they were in a hurry. Six
trials in 12 hours. Now they put Hminto the sepul chre.

By the time they put Hmin, it's already evening. So watch
- watch ny fingers. Friday night He's supposed to be in the
grave. Watch ny finger. Saturday day, He still is supposed
to be in the grave. AmI| right? Saturday night, He still is
supposed to be in the grave. But Sunday norning, the first
day of the week, when Mary Magdal ene goes to the tonb, the
tomb was enpty.

That's what your w tnesses say. | am asking - how many days
and how many nights? You remenber, | said, supposed,
supposed, supposed... You know why? Because the Bible

doesn't say actually when He cane out. He could have cone
out Friday night. The Bible doesn't say how He cane. So,
Friday night, Saturday day, Saturday night. |'m asking, how
many days and how nany ni ghts? Please, if you can see, if
your eyes are not defective, tell me how many? How nany do
you see? Right! Two nights and a day. Look at this. Is it
the sanme as He said, for as Jonah was three days and three
ni ghts, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three
ni ghts? Three and three. Look at this: two and one. Please
tell ne nowit means the sane thing.

| want to know what you are reading. | want to know what you
are reading in your own book! The man is telling you that
what is going to happen will be |like Jonah. And the sign of
Jonah is a mracle. And the only mracle you can attribute
to this man, Jonah, is that we expected himto die and he
didn't die. Jesus - we expect Hmalso to die. If He died,
it isnot asign. If He didn't die, it is a sign



M. Chairman, |adies and gentlenen of the jury. Can you
see, the people have been progranmed. We all get progranmed
fromchil dhood. When | went to Anerica, and spoke at the
Uni versity in San Francisco, | said you people are
brai nwashed. | told them "You are brai nwashed." O course,
| could afford to talk to them- the Arerican will take it.
He is the al mighty. You know, great guy. He can take it. So

| said, "You people are brainwashed." So one American, a
professor, interjected, "No, not brainwashed - programed."”
| said, "I beg your pardon - programed." So, M. Chairnan,
| adi es and gentlenmen, | hope, by the tine this neeting is

over, you will be re-programed into reading the book as it
is, and not as you are nade to understand.

Thank you very nuch, |adies and gentl enen



Josh McDowel |

Ladi es and gentl enen, good afternoon. M. Deedat, and
the wonderful people of this city, and this country of South
Africa, | amthankful for the opportunity to be a part of
this synposium on Islam and Christianity's view of the
crucifixion and the resurrection

In preparation for this, | didn't realize that | would
be deal i ng with so nmany different theories on the
crucifixion fromthe Islamc viewpoint. |I found out, first
of all, that the majority of the Muslins throughout the
world hold to the substitutionary theory. That in Surah
nunber 4, in the Qur'an, a substitute, another person, was

placed in Christ's position on the cross that Jesus was
renoved and taken to heaven.

In other words, it was sonmeone else. But then, | found
such a diverse opinion anong Muslinms. Some Mislim witers
say that it was a disciple of Jesus who was placed on the
cross in Hs stead. Another Muslimwiter, Tabari, quoting
Ibn Ishagq, said it was a man by the name of Sargus, or
Sergi us, who was placed on the cross. Another Muslim witer
by the nanme of Baidawi, said it was a Jew naned Titanus who
was placed on the cross. Another, Ath-Tha-'labi, says it was
a Jew nanmed Fal Tayanus, who was placed on the cross. And
still another Muslimwiter. Wahb i bn Munabbah, said it was
a Rabbi of the Jews, Ashyu, who was placed on the cross.

Then, others feeling that it mght be alittle unfair to
put an innocent man there, say, well, it nust be Judas
| scariot who was placed on the cross. Now, M. Deedat might
be able to correct nme, but | do not believe there is any
evidence whatsoever in the Qur'an for that. There are in
sone of the sects. earlier than Islam references to that.
But | always wondered, why did God have to have a
substitute? Wiy couldn't He have sinply taken Jesus then?

QO hers will say - and this is not what the ngajority of
Musl ins believe - that Jesus died a natural death sone years
after the crucifixion and the alleged resurrection. In other
words, "Hazrat 1sa," Jesus is dead! This is a nore recent
development in Islam And |I'm always wary of recent
devel opnent s.

It was started mainly by a man by the name of Venturini
who said Jesus really didn't die on the cross - He just
swooned or passed out, then was put into a tonb and
resuscitated. This is also the thene of the Ahmadiyas, a

radi cal sect of Islam One of their main doctrines,
established by their founder and allegedly their prophet,
Mrza Chulam Ahmad, it is a part of the doctrine of
Qadi ani sm

Sone will say to be crucified neans to die. Therefore,
Jesus wasn't crucified because He did not die on the cross.
I"mnot quite sure how they got that definition. Wiat | need
to do is this: present the facts to you, as | have been able
to docunent themin ny books, and then let vyou, as fair
m nded, intelligent people, make wup your mnds. The
background for the points I'mgoing to make is that when



was in the University, | wanted to wite a book agai nst
Christianity. | wanted to refute it intellectually. The Iast
thing | wanted to do was becone a Christian. But after two
years of research and spending a | ot of noney and tine, |
di scovered facts - not only facts that God has stated in H's
Holy Word, the Bible, but facts that are docunmented in
sources in history. Men and wonen, these are sone of the
facts that | found as | tried to refute Christianity and |
couldn't.

The first fact | found is that Jesus was not afraid to
die. In fact, He predicted H's owmn death and resurrection
He said, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem" He said to
Hi s disciples, "The Son of Man is going to be delivered up
to the death. And they will deliver Hmto the Gentiles to
nmock and to whip and to crucify Hm And on the third day He
will be raised up" (paraphrased from Matthew 17:22-23).

In another place He began to teach themthat He had
di scovered many things. And then He said He'd be rejected by
the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, He would
be killed, and He added that after three days, He was to
ri se again (Mtthew 20:18, 19).

In Matthew 17, Jesus said to them "The Son of Man is
going to be delivered into the hands of nen, and they wll
kill Hm and He will be raised again on the third day."

The second thing | learned as | studied the |ife of
Jesus Christ is that Jesus was willing to die. In Matthew
26, He said, "My Father, if it is possible, let this Cup
pass from Me." But what a ot of people leave out is the
context of what Jesus said. He said, "Yet not as | wll, but
as Thou wilt, Father" (Matthew 26: 39).

Now Jesus did not hide Hinself. He is very clear about
where He is. It says in John 18 that He went to the place
where they usually found Hm He didn't want to hide from
the authorities. He knew what was going to happen. In John

18, verse 4, it says, "Jesus therefore. knowing all the
things that were going to come upon Hm" He knewit! And He
was ready for it. In Mitthew Jesus says, "Don't you
understand, | could call on twelve legions of angels to
protect Me?" But He said, "I want Your will. Father." and
God answered H's prayer and let Hmfulfill "the will of the

Father." Jesus said in John 10: "The Father | oves Me because
I lay down My life that | may take it up again. No one has
taken it away from M, but | lay it down on M own
initiative." You have to renmenber - Jesus being the God- Man,
cane as God the Son, the eternal Wrd, to take the sins of
the world upon Hnself. The Holy Bible (I Corinthians 5:21)
says that He, God, made Jesus sin for us, and, if you can

i magi ne the agony that the eternal Wbrd, the Son, was going
through at that tine.

The third fact that | learned is that the Jews were not
guilty of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. | was very
surprised. M. Deedat, that you needed to be the defender of
the Jews. There are Muslins and Christians that have gotten
that distorted all through history. Jesus said in Matthew
20. verses 18 and 19, "W are going up to Jerusalem and
they will conderm Me to death. and will deliver Me over to



the GCentiles, to nmock and whip and crucify Me." Jesus said

“I lay dowmmn My life." If anyone was guilty, Jesus was. He
said, "l have the power to lay it down, | have the power to
take it up."

Al so, M. Deedat, | feel that both you and | are
responsi bl e, because the Bible says,"For all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). It was our
sins that drove Jesus Christ to the cross.

The fourth fact that | learned is that the Christians
are called to an intelligent. intellectual faith - not a
blind faith. | was quite surprised when | read in the little

bookl et, What Was the Sign of Jonah? by M. Ahned Deedat,
that over one thousand nillion Christians today blindly
accept that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ. I'm a little
confused, because really, M. Deedat, you read fromthe
Qur'an and you said you accept it, you don't need facts, you
don't need any evidence. You sinply accept it and then
you're saying that Christians, because they accept what God,
Yahweh, has revealed through the Holy Bible, that Jesus is
the Christ, that because we accept that, we do it blindly.
I'm anazed, because in the Mislim book, the Qur'an, it
states that one of the titles given to Jesus is "al-Msih."
| believe it is referred to 11 tinmes that way. The Mislim
translator of the Qur'an into English, Yusuf Ali, translates
the Arabic here as "Christ" in the English translation. So,
why are we accused of being blind in accepting Jesus as the
Christ?

In ny country, one of the greatest legal minds that ever
lived - the man who made the university of Harvard famous -
was Dr. Simon Geenleaf. He becane a Christian through
trying to refute Jesus Christ as the Eternal Wrd and the
resurrection. Finally, after trying to do it, he canme to the
conclusion that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of
the best established events of history, according to the
laws of legal evidence adninistered in the courts of
justice.

C.S. Lewis, the literary genius of our age, was the
prof essor of medi eval and renai ssance literature at Oxford.
He was a giant in his field. No one could question his
intellectual capabilities. He becane a believer in Jesus
Christ as his Savior and Lord when he tried to refute the
reliability of the New Testanent and he couldn't. And he
said, "I was one of the nost reluctant converts, but | was
brought to Jesus Christ because of ny mnd."

Lord Cal decote, the Lord Chief Justice of England, a man
that held the highest offices that anyone could hold in the
| egal systens of England, said, " as often as | have
tried to exam ne the evidence for Christianity, | have cone
to believe it as a fact beyond dispute.”

Thomas Arnol d was the headmaster of a major varsity and
university for 14 years. He is an historian and the author
of the fanpus three- volune series, the Hi story of Rone. He
said, "I know of no one fact in the history of mankind which
is proved by better and fuller evi dence t han t he
resurrection of Jesus Christ."



Dr. Werner von Braun, the German scientist - the man who
immgrated to ny country - was one of the creators of the
Anerican Space Program He said he never really becane a
scientist until he came to know Jesus Christ personally as
Savi or and God.

The fifth fact that | discovered was the historica
accuracy of the Christian Bible. The Christian New Test anent
is exceptional in its reliability and trustworthiness and

survival down through history. It is unrivaled in manuscript
authority. A manuscript is a hand-witten copy over agai nst
a printed copy. Mn and wonen, of the Christian New
Testanment al one, there are nmore than 24,000 rmanuscripts. Not
versions of the Bible, M. Deedat, nmanuscript copies. Men
and wonen, the nunber two book in all of history in
manuscri pt authority and literature, is Honer's Iliad, wth
643. The nunber two book in the whole of history in
manuscri pt authority.

Then, Sir Frederick Kenyon was a man who was second to
no one in the ability and the training to make authoritative
statements about manuscripts of literature in history. The
former curator and director of the British Miseum he said,
"The | ast foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have
cone down to us as they were witten now has been renoved.
Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books
of the New Testanent nmay now be regarded as finally
established."

The point: there are sone people who do not have an
hi storical perspective of Iliterature, who try to make an
i ssue out of the fact that the witers of the four accounts
of the gospel, Matthew, Mrk, Luke and John, never signed
their nanes. Please, nen and wonen, we need to go back
through history and see how they did it then

First of all, the manuscripts were so well-accepted as
bei ng authoritative, with everyone knowi ng who wote them
they did not need nanes placed on them You might say it was
the witers' way of not distracting from the purpose of
maki ng Jesus Christ the central issue. A so, the work of
t hese authors, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, went through
the apostolic age. They went through the test of the
apostolic period of the first <century to confirm their
accuracy, authenticity and reliability. Oher people,
through limted readi ng and absence of any type of research
say that the docunents of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are
hear say because the witers were not eyew tnesses of the
events surroundi ng the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

The people who say that will often appeal to Mark 14:50.
They say that wthin tw mnutes they could dismss the
argunent because Jesus' followers all left Hmand fled. So
therefore, everything was hearsay. Men and wonen. this |ine
of reasoning ignores common sense in the facts of the case.
For exanple, read just the next four verses. It says this:
"And Peter followed Hm" You see, they left Hmin a group
but they canme back individually - i mediately, M. Deedat.

Verse 4 says: "And Peter followed H mat a distance." He
went right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was



sitting there with the officer. Can you imagine? Wth the

officers, and warnming hinmself. In Mark 14, it says, "And
Peter was below, in the courtyard." Men and wonen, if you
have studied the Scriptures, you'll realize that Mark, in

his gospel, was witing down all the eyew tness accounts of
Peter. Peter was right there. Then we go to John 18, verse
15: "And Sinmon Peter was follow ng Jesus, and so was anot her
di sciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest and
entered wth Jesus into the court of the high priest." John
19: 26, "When Jesus therefore saw H's nother, and the
disciple whom He I|oved standing nearby, He saidto Hs
not her, 'Woman, behold your son.' " They were eyew tnesses.
They were there.

About being permissible in a court of law. In nost |ega
situations, you have what can be referred to as an ancient
docunent rule. Now, you have to go to law to substantiate
these things. Dr. John Warwi ck Montgonery is a |awer and
dean of the Sinon G eenleaf School of Law, and a |ecturer at
the International School of Theology and Law in Strasbourg,
France.

He said that the application of the ancient docunent
rule to the docunments of the New Testanment (especially the
four gospels) - this is a head of a |l aw school speaking -
"Applied to the gospel records, and rei nf orced by
responsible lower (textual) criticism this rule would
establish conpetency in any court of |aw "

The greatest eyewitness testinmony is not found in the
gospels. It is found in | Corinthians, the epistle by the
apostl e Paul, chapter 15, and was witten in AD. 55 to 56
I have yet to find a reputable scho- |ar who woul d deny
that. Paul says (nowit's 20 years earlier, right after his
conversion - he had met with the | eaders. He had nmet with
James, the brother of Jesus in Jerusalen), that t he
tradition was passed on to himthat there were over 500
eyewi t nesses of the resur- rection. If you take that into a
court of law, give each eyewitness just six mnutes, that
woul d make 3,000 m nutes of eyewitness testi- nony, or 50
hours of eyewi tness testinony.

However, that's not the Kkey point here. That was the
tradition handed down to him what he had exam ned
personally. But Paul says then, the majority of themare
still alive right now Not when the tradition was passed
down, but right now. Men and women, Paul was saying, "If you
don't believe ne, ask them"

Al so, many people overlook the fact that when the
message of Jesus Christ was presented by the apostles and
di sci pl es, and the New Testanment was shared, present in the
audience were hostile and antagonistic witnesses. |If they
woul d have dared to depart fromthe truth of what was said
there were hostile witnesses to correct themimediate- |y.
In a court of lawthat is referred to as the principle of
cross- examination. They did not dare to depart fromthe
truth. Also, apart fromthe Bible, you have several extra
bi bli cal secul ar sources

One, a man by the nane of Polycarp, was a disciple of
the apostle John. He wites in his works. going back al nost



2.000 years ago, "So firmis the ground upon which these
gospels rest, that even the here- tics thenselves would not
undernmine it." They had to start fromwhat was presented and
then devel op their own heresy. Because even then, they could
not say, Jesus didn't say that. Jesus didn't do that then..
they couldn't do that. So, they had to start wth what He
sai d, and develop their own heresy.

The concl usi on of nmany scholars is a trenendous
confidence in the Christian Bible. M. MIlar Burrows was on
the staff of Yale University. one of the nost prestigious
universities in nmy country. He said. "There is an increase
of confidence in the accurate transnission of the text of
the New Testanent itself." Dr. Howard Vox, a researcher and
ar chaeol ogi st , said, "From the standpoint of Iliterary
evi dence, the only logical conclusion is in the case where
the reliability of the New Testanent is infinitely stronger
than any other record of antiquity."

The sixth fact that | discovered was that Christ was
crucified. Wat does the historical, reliable record show?
It is clear, not only from the Christian's biblica
historical record, but also fromsecul ar sources, which are
docunented in the back of nmy book, Evidence That Denmands a
Verdi ct, t hat He not only predicted H's death by
crucifixion, but that He was actually crucified. Jesus said
that He woul d be whi pped and delivered over to be crucified.
And then. in John 19:17. 18, "They took Jesus therefore, and
He went out, bearing H's ow cross, to the place called the
Place of a Skull.... There they crucified Hm and with Hm
two ot her men, one on either side, and Jesus in between."

Let's follow through what actually happened. First of
all, it points out that Jesus was whipped by the Romans.
What did that nmean? The Romans woul d strip a person down to
the wai st and would tie him in the courtyard. Then they
woul d take a whip that had a handl e about a foot and a hal f
long. At the end of the handle, it had four |[|eather thongs
wi th heavy, jagged bones or balls of |ead with jagged edges,
wound into the end of the straps. A mninum of five. They
would be different |engths. The Romans woul d bring the whip
down over the back of the individual and all the balls of
lead or bone would hit the body at the same tine. and they
they woul d yank the whip down. The Jews would only pernit 40
| ashes. So they never did nore than 39 so they wouldn't
break the law if they m scounted. The Romans could do as
many as they wanted. So, when the Ronmans whi pped a Jew, they
did 41 or nore out of spite to the Jews. And so he had
probably at |east 41, if not nore, |ashes.

There are several nmedical authorities that have done
research on crucifixion. One is a Dr. Barbet, in France, and
another is Dr. C. Truman Davis, in the state of Arizona in
ny country. He is a nedical doctor who has done neticul ous
study of the crucifixion froma nedical perspective. Here he
gives the effect of the Roman fl oggi ng:

"The heavy whip is brought dowmn with full force again
and again across (a person's) shoul ders, back and | egs. At
first, the heavy thongs cut through the skin only. Then, as
the blows continue, they cut deeper into the subcutalleous
tissues, producing first an oozing of blood from the



capillaries and veins of the skin, and finally spur- ting
arterial bleeding fromvessels in the wunderlying nuscles.
The snmall balls of lead first produce | arge, deep bruises,
which the others cut wide open. Finally, the skin of the
back is hanging in long ribbons, and the entire area is an
unrecogni zabl e mass of torn, bleed- ing tissue."

O her sources | have docunented said that sonetinmes the
back is Iliterally opened up to the bowels within. Mny
peopl e would die just fromthe whipping.

After the whipping they took Jesus out to the execution
area and drove spikes into Hs wists and His feet. It says
that late that Friday afternoon they broke the legs of the
two thieves hanging with Jesus, but they did not break H's
| egs. Now, why did they break someone's |egs? Wen you are
prostrate on the cross, or hanging there, they bent the |egs
up underneath and drove the spike through here. Wen you
died by crucifixion, often what would happen is you woul d
die from your own air. The pectoral nuscles would be
affected and you could not let your air out. You could take
it in, but could not let it out.

And so, you'd hang there and suffocate, you would push
up on your legs tolet the air out, and then come down to
take it in. Wen they wanted to bring about the death
i mediately, they broke their legs and they couldn't push
up, and they would die. Jesus' |legs were not broken. As the
Holy GCod, revealing His Holy Word in the Bible, points out,
Jesus had died. Men and wonen, if they had broken His |egs,
He would not have been our Messiah. He woul d not have been
the Eternal Wrd, because God, Yahweh in the A d Testanent,
prophesies in Psalnms that His | egs woul d not be broken. His
bones woul d not be broken. Men and wonen, He was fulfilling
what God, Yahweh, had already reveal ed woul d take pl ace.

The next fact that | discovered was that Christ was
dead. That's the seventh fact that | discovered, Men and
wonen, in John 19:30, Jesus willed Hinself to die, That's
why He didn't take so long, He cane to die. He said, "I lay
M life down." And in John 19, He said, "It is finished,"”
and He bowed H s head and He gave up the Spirit, He wlled
Hnmself to die, Now, in John 19, verse 34 (M. Deedat, in
his booklet, has referred to it as 'Evidence That Jesus Was
Not Dead') you have reference to the bl ood and water.

He was on the cross and they'd already acknow edged H m
bei ng dead, but they thought they'd give a parting shot, as
you would say, They took a spear, and thrust it into Hs
side. Eyewitness accounts said blood and water cane out

separated, M. Deedat, in his book, appealed to this
phenonmenon as evidence that Christ was still alive, He
supports this in his witing, by an appeal to an article in
the Thinkers Di gest 1949, by an anesthesiologist. | was able

to acquire nedical research by various people in this area

I have tine to share just two of the findings. First,
froma scholastic viewpoint: nmany nedical and university or
varsity libraries that once carried this journal, no |onger
do so. It is considered by many in the nedical field to be
not only out of date, but behind the medical tines.



Second, from a nmedical viewpoint: A wound of the type
inflicted on Jesus, if the person were still alive, would
not bleed out the wound opening, but bleed into the chest
cavity, causing an internal henorrhage. At the aperture of
the wound, the blood would be barely oozing fromthe
openi ng, For a spear to forma perfect channel that would
allow the blood and serumto flow out the spear wound is
next to inpossible. The nassive internal damage done to a
person wunder crucifixion, and then being speared in the
heart area, would cause death al nbst i mMmediately, not even
i ncl udi ng what happens with the details of a Jew s burial

At the State of Massachusetts General Hospital, over a
period of years, they did research on people who died of a
rupt ur ed heart. Normally, the heart had 20 cc's of
pericardial fluid. Wien a person dies of a ruptured heart,
there is nore than 500 cc's of pericardial fluid, And it
woul d cone out in the formof a fluid and clotted blood.
Perhaps this is what was viewed at that tine.

The Jewish burial would have been a final death blow M.
Deedat says in his book, page 9, in "Wat Was the Sign of
Jonah"? that they gave the Jewi sh burial bath, plastered him
with 100 pounds of aloe and nyrrh. Now, going through
whi pping, where the back is alnost |aid open, having your
arnms and feet pierced, being put on a cross, having a spear
thrust in your side, being taken down and then plastered
wi th 100-sone pounds of spices of cenment consistency - it
would call for a greater miracle than the resurrection to
live through that,

Then, the severe discipline of the Romans. Pilate was a

little amazed, and | would have been too, that Christ had
al ready been dead, or that they had cone and asked for the
body, So, he called a centurion in. And he said, "I want you
to go and confirmto ne that Jesus is dead." Now nmen and

worren, this centurion was not a fool. He was not about ready
to leave his wife a w dow.

The centurion would always check wth four different
executioners. That was Roman law. There had to be four

executioners. They did that so in case one nan was a little
lax, the other one would catch himinit, And you woul d
never have all four Jlax in signing the death warrant.

Di sci pline was severe with the Ronmans.

For exanple, when the angel let Peter out of jail in
Acts 12 in the New Testament, Herod called in the guard and
executed themall - just for letting one nman out of jail. In

Acts 16 in the Christian New Testanment, the doors had been
opened up in the jail for Paul and Silas, their chains had
been | oosened, and the nonent the guard saw they were freed,
he pulled out his own sword to execute hinself. And Paul
said, "Wait a mnute!" You see, that guard knew what would
happen, He would rather die by his own sword, than be
executed by the Romans.

Then Christ was dead. Flavius Josephus, the Jew sh
historian, records that when he went into Jerusalemin A D
70 when Titus was destroying it, he saw three of his friends
being crucified. They had just been put up there. They had
been whi pped and everything. He went to the comrander of the



guard and he said, "Please release them" Now, you have to
under stand, Flavius was the nane given to Josephus by the
Roman Enperor who had brought him into his own famly.
That's why he had influence as a Jew. And you know,
i medi ately, the Roman guard captain took the three nen down
fromthe cross and still, nen and wonen, two of the three
died. They'd just been put up there and they were renoved
qui ckly. Crucifixion was that cruel

The Jews knew that Jesus was dead. In Matthew 27 they
went to the Ronan |eader and said, "Sir, we renenber that

when He was still alive. .." In other words, what is He now?
Dead! "Wen He was still alive He said, 'After three days
amto rise again.' "I believe M. Deedat has his books

saying that the Jews realized they'd made a m stake. He
really wasn't dead, so they thought they wouldn't nmake a
second mistake, so they go and get a guard unit put there.
Well, the Jews thensel ves said He was al ready dead. "W just
want to make sure no one takes Hi s body so there won't be
any deception." The Jews have been accused of a lot of
things, but very seldom have they ever been accused of
stupidity. They knew He was dead.

The next fact | discovered was the burial procedure of
the Jews. Sone people say they were hurrying because of the
Sabbath coming, and they had to carry H m back. Men and
women, | checked this out in detail. And | docunmented in ny
Resurrection Factor book that the burial procedure was so
i mportant they could even do it on the Sabbath. They didn't
have to worry about the Sabbath conming up. They didn't want
the body to hang on the cross once the Sabbath began, but
they could take their time burying Hm They would put
spices around the body - in this case, 100 pounds of
aromatic spices - along with a gumry, cenent substance.

They woul d stretch the body out or straighten it out.
They' d take a piece of linen cloth 30 centineters w de. They
woul d start to wap the body fromthe feet. In between the
folds, they put the cenent consistency and the spices. They
wr apped the body to the arnpits, put the arns down, started
below the fingers again, wapped to the neck, and put a
separate piece around the head. In this situation, | would
estimate an encasenent of 117 to 120 pounds.

The next fact that | discovered is that they took
extreme security precautions at the tonb of Jesus Christ.
One, it says that they rolled | arge stone against the tonb.
Mark says the stone was extrenely large. One historica
reference going back to the first century says that 20 nen
could not nove the stone. Now. | think it was exaggerated a
little bit there. But he was naking a point about the size
of the stone. Two engineering professors. after they heard
me speak on the stone, went to Israel. As non-Christian
engi neering professors, they calculated the size stone
needed to roll against a four-and-a-half to five-foot
doorway of the Jewi sh tonbs. They wote ne a well-docunented
letter, and said it would have to have a m ni mum wei ght of
one and a half to two tons.

M. Deedat, in his books, nmakes an issue that one nan,
or two at the nost, rolled the stone against the entrance.
Therefore, one or two nen could roll it back. It says Joseph



of Arimathea rolled the stone against the entrance. Don't
force on the Bible or the Qr'an anything you would not
force in conversation today. For exanple: when | canme to the
stadiumthe other day to look it over. | said to one of the
people that brought ne here, "How did all these chairs get
here?" He said, "M . Deedat brought them" M. Deedat, did
you bring all 700 of these chairs personally, yourself? No!
They were brought by many people. | could go away from here
saying M. Deedat put on this synposium But | think there
were sone ot hers that hel ped nake all the arrangenents.

Hi story says Hitler invaded France. Now, maybe he would
have tried it in France alone, but | don't think he would
try it in South Africa al one

There coul d have been a nunber of people that hel ped
Joseph of Arimathea. Plus, vyou find when you go back and
research it out that the tonbs had a trough going up the
side. They placed the stone there. They had a bl ock. Then
nmen and wonen, ny seven-year-old daughter could roll it,
because you sinply pull up the block, letting the stone rol
down the front and | odge itself against the entrance of the
t onb.

Then, a security guard was put there. The Jews wanted
one. They went to the Romans and said, give us a guard unit.
The Greek word was kustodia. Men and women, a kustodia was a
16-man security unit. Each man was trained to protect six
square feet of ground. The 16 nen, according to Roman
hi story, were supposed to be able to protect 6 square yards
against an entire battalion and hold it. Each guard had four
weapons on his body. He was a fighting machine, alnpst the
same as was true of the Tenple Police

Next, a Roman seal was placed on the tonb with a Roman
i nsignia. That seal stood for the power and the authority of
the Roman Enpire. The body of Christ was encased with 100
and sone pounds of cenent and aromatic spi ces. A
one-and-a-half to two-ton stone was rolled against the
entrance: a 16-nmmn security unit was placed there, and a
Roman seal. But sonething happened. It's a matter of
hi storical record: after three days, the tonb was enpty.

| don't have to debate that. M. Deedat agrees the tonb
was enpty. So, | won't waste any tinme here.

The sign of Jonah - |I'mso glad you brought that up. The
sign of Jonah - won't take too much time there because |
don't think it's necessary in this sense. Wenever you study
sonet hing, you study it in the |language and the culture of
that day. Now, you go back to the Jew sh | anguage, and the
Jewi sh culture of that day. Not today - not South African
not Indian, not Anerican. The Jew sh-Israelite culture of
t hat day.

Let's see what three days and three nights nean. |In
Esther, chapter 4, in the Od Testanent of the Christian
Jewi sh Bible, it says there was a fast for three days and
three nights. But then. it went on, and it says they
conpleted the fast on the third day. You see. in Jew sh
| anguage, "after three days and three nights,” neant "to the
third day" or "on the third day." Jesus said in Matthew



12: 40 He woul d be buried for three days and three nights.

In Matthew 20, Jesus said He would be raised up on the
third day - not after the third day. The Jews cane to Jesus,
and they said in Matthew 27, verse 63, "Sir...that deceiver
said 'After three days | amto rise again.'" So, they asked
for a Roman guard. Now watch the langu- age here.
"Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure
until the third day," not after the third day. They knew
what Jesus said, three days and three nights, neant unti
the third day, "lest H s disciples cone and steal H maway."

Friday before six o'clock they had three hours to bury
Hm It took | ess than an hour. The Jewi sh reckoning of tine
in the Jewish Talnmud and the Babyl oni an Jerusal em Tal nud
(the conmentaries of the Jews), said any part, an "onan" -
any part of the day is considered a full day. On Friday
before six o' clock by Jew sh reckoning, any mnute was one
day and one night. From Friday night at six o'clock to
Saturday at six o'clock, was another day and anot her night.

Men and wonen, from Jew sh reckoning - not ours - any
nonent after six o'clock Saturday night is another day,
another night. W do the sanme thing in my country. If ny son
was born one mnute before mdnight on Decenber the 31st, on
ny income taxes to my governnent, | could treat my son wth
the sanme tine principle as having been born at any tine
during that one full year - 365 days and 365 nights.

When the Ronan guards failed in their duty, they were
automatically executed. One way they were executed was they
were stripped of their clothes and burned alive in a fire
started with their own clothes. The seal was broken. Men and
worren, when that seal was broken, the security forces were
thromm into finding that nman or nen, and when they were
found, anyone breaking that seal was condemed to
cruci fixion upsi de down.

The stone was renoved, nen and women, and |'Il ask M.
Deedat to check it out carefully. The revealed Wrd of God
in the Christian New Testanent, in the original Geek (as
the Qur'an is in Arabic, the New Testanment is in Geek),
points out that a one-and-a-half- to two-ton stone was
rolled up a slope, away fromnot just the entrance, but away
fromthe entire tonb, looking like it had been picked up and
carried away. Now, if they wanted to tip-toe in, nove the
stone over, and help Jesus out, why all the efforts to nove
a one-and a-half to two-ton stone up away from the entire
sepul chre? That guard wunit would have had to have been
sleeping with cotton in their ears and with earmuffs on not
to have heard that one.

Then, Mary went to the tonb in John 20. M. Deedat says
that she went there to anoint the body and that the word
"anoint" nmeans "to nmassage." Wll, let ne tell you, if
that's true - it's not - but if it were true, and that's the
way the Muslins do it, it would have killed Jesus. If | went
through crucifixion, had my hands and feet pierced, nmy back
laid open to the bowels, 100 and sone pounds put around ne,
| wouldn't want anyone to nmassage nme. The word "anoint"
nmeans "consecrated.” As M. Deedat brought out in his book
the priests and kings were anoi nted when being consecrated



to their office. Wen He said, "Touch Me not," M. Deedat
says it means, "I amhurting - don't touch Me." Well, read
the next phrase, M. Deedat. It says, "Do not touch M,
because | haven't yet ascended to the Father."

That's why they're not to touch H m because "I haven't
ascended to the Father." And then He says, "Now, go tell MWy
disciples | amascending to the Father." Alittle bit later
He says, "You can touch Me. Grab My feet." Wiy did He do
that? Oh, men and wonen, this is one of the npst beautiful
things. In the Ad Testament, at the tabernacle, the Jew sh
high priest would take the sacrifice into the Holy of
Holies. And the people would wait outside, because they knew
if God did not accept their sacrifice, the priest would be
struck dead.

They would wait for the high priest to conme back. And
when the high priest wal ked back out, everybody shouted with

joy! Because they said, "God has accepted our sacrifice"
Jesus said, "Don't touch M ... I've not ascended to the
Father." Jesus, between that tinme and when the others

grabbed hold of H mand touched Hm ascended to God the
Father, presented Hinself as a sacrifice, and, |adies and

gentlenen, if Jesus had not conme back, if He had not
permtted the others to touch Hm it would have neant His
sacrifice had not been accepted. But | thank God He cane
back and said, "Touch Me". It's been accepted.

As for the spiritual physical body of Jesus Christ, |
think, M. Deedat, you need to first study our Scriptures. |
think you need to read just as | did to study your
scriptures. You need to read | Corinthians 15:44, 51. The
explanation of the glorified, inperishable body. It was a
spiritual body, and yet, it had substance. He could walk
through a door; He could appear in their presence. He didn't
need food, but He took food. Oherwise, they would have
said, "You're nmerely a spirit." No, He had what the Bible
called the resurrected, glorified, incorruptible body. And
if | were inthat roomand | knew |'d seen H mcrucified,
buried and everything else, and all of a sudden, wth the
doors | ocked, He appeared in the nmidst of the group, | think
I'd be alittle frightened, too. Men and wonen, Jesus Chri st
is raised fromthe dead! Thank you



REBUTTALS
# Ahmed Deedat

M. Chairman, and | adies and gentlenmen of the jury. The
crux of the problem - the clear-cut statenment by Jesus
Christ, is the nistake that the disciples were nmaking in
thinking that He had cone back fromthe dead. By assuring
themthat "a spirit has no flesh and bones, as you see M
have." This is King' s English, basic English. And one does
not need a dictionary or a lawer to explain to you what it

i mplies.

Thr oughout the I ength and breadth of the 27 books of the
New Testanent, there is not a single statenent nade by Jesus
Christ that "I was dead, and | have come back fromthe
dead." The Christian has been bel abori ng t he wor d
resurrection. Again and again, by repetition, it is conveyed
that it is proving a fact. You keep on seeing the man, the
man's eating food, as though He was resurrected. He appears
in the upper room- He was resurrected. Jesus Christ never
uttered that word that "I have cone back fromthe dead," in
the 27 books of the New Testanent, not once.

He was there with themfor 40 days. And He never uttered
that statenent. He 1is proving again and again that He was
that sanme Jesus, the one who had escaped death, so to say,
by the skin of His teeth. Because He was ever in disguise.
He never showed Hinself openly to the Jews. He had given
thema sign. "No sign shall be given unto it except the sign
of Jonah."” No sign, but this. And He never went back to them
to the tenple of Jerusalem to tell them "Here I am" Not
once. He was ever in hiding. Now, we will not belabor the
thi ngs that have passed.

The points were, that Jesus was not reluctant to die. He
had actually cone for this purpose. Now, ny reading of the
Scriptures tells nme that not only was He reluctant, but He
was preparing for a showdown with the Jews. You see, at the
| ast Supper, He raises the problemof de- fense, telling Hs
di sciples, "As you renenber, when | sent you out on your
m ssion of preaching and healing, | told you that you were
not to carry anything with you. No purse, no sticks. No
staff. Did you | ack anythi ng?"

And they said "No, we |acked nothing." But now, | tel
you, He tells them "Those of you who have no swords nust
sell their garnments and buy them" You nust sell your
garnments and buy swords. |'m asking you, what do you do with
swords? You peel apples? O you cut people's throats? Wat
do you do with swords? So one of them said, "Mster, we have
two already." And He said, "That is enough."

And He takes H's disciples - 11 of them Judas had
al ready gone to betray Hm Eleven disciples and Hinself,
and they walk to Gethsemane. And at Gethsermane - read the
book, read your gospels - and it'll tell you that Jesus put
eight men at the gate. |I'm asking you, why should He go to
Get hsermane in the first place? And why put eight at the
gate, telling them "Tarry ye here, and watch with Me."



He nmeans, stop here, and keep guard. Guardi ng what? Wat
was there to guard in Gethsemane? A courtyard, olive press
enpty place. Wat were they, the disciples, to guard five
mles out of town at Gethsemane? Then He takes wth Hm
Peter, and the two sons of Zebedee. At |east two of them had
swords. And He makes an inner line of defense and He tells
them "Tarry ye here, sit ye here, and watch with Me. Wile
| go and pray yonder... | alone go and pray beyond." |'m
asking you, why did He go to Get hsemane? Wiy did He go there
- to pray? Couldn't He have prayed in that upper room while
there at the Last Supper? Couldn't He have gone to the
templ e of Jerusalem a stone's throw fromwhere they were?
Wy go five mles out of town? And why put eight at the
gate? And why nake an inner |ine of defense?

And He goes a little farther, and falls on H s face, and

He prays to God. "Ch, my Father ... if it be possible, |et
this cup pass from M. " Meaning, renove the difficulty from
Me, but not as | will, but as Thou wilt. In the end, | |eave

it to You. But I want You to save Me. And, being in agony,
He prayed nore earnestly, and Hi s sweat was as if it were
great drops of blood falling dowmn to the ground. Is this how
one nman, a person goes to commit suicide? Is this how the
person who is ordained fromthe foundation of the earth, for
the sacrifice, is this how He behaves, | ask you?

That He is sweating, it says, being in an agony, He
prays nore earnestly, and H's sweat was as if it were great
drops of blood falling down to the ground. And the Lord of
Mercy sends His angel, says the Bible. An angel cane to
strengthen Hm | say, in what? In the belief that God was
going to save Hm What does the angel come to strengthen
Hm in? To save Hm And in everything that happened from
there onward, you can see God planning Hi s rescue. Look. The
fact was that the pro- phecy He had made was that He woul d
be like Jonah - and we are told that He was unlike Jonah. He
didn't fulfill. Jonah is alive, Jesus is dead.

Then, Pontius Pilate - he nmarvel ed when he was told that
Jesus was dead because in his know edge, he knew no man can
die within three hours on the <cross. Because this

crucifixion was to be a slow, linger- ing death. This was
the real purpose of crucifixion. It was not getting rid of
an anti-social character, like a firing squad, or hanging,
or inpaling a person. It was a slow, |ingering death.

And the bones were not broken - says the Bible. It was a
fulfillment of prophecy. Now, the bones of an individual -
of a dead person - whether you break themor not, is of the
| east consequence. |f the bones were not broken, the only
time it can hel p anybody, is if the person was alive. So you
see, for 2,000 years now, it's a programm ng, a continuous
programm ng. And Paul has put the whole ganut of religion on
one point: on this death and resurrection, because he tells
us, | Corinthians, chapter 15, verse 14, that "if Christ is
not risen fromthe dead, our preaching is in vain: our faith
is in vain." Useless! You haven't got a thing!

So now, |like drowing men clutching at straws, the
Christian nmust, by hook or by crook, prove that somehow
crucifixion killed the man, so we can earn sal vation. Now,



we would lI'ike you, M. Chairman, |adies and gentlenen of the
jury, to read this book once nore, and the testinony, word
for word. If you examine the prophecies - what Jesus says.
and the way He behaves - they are conclusive proof that
Christ had not been crucified

# Josh McDowel |

["'mnot sure that | heard, but did you say, "Nowhere in
the 27 books of the New Testament did Jesus ever say He was
"dead and now alive'"? May | read to you from the book of
Revel ation, chapter 1, verse 18?7 He said, "I amthe living
one. | was dead, and behold, | amalive forevernore." Al so,
M. Deedat, He appeared to the Jews. The whol e New Test anent
Church was started with Jews. He appeared to the Jew sh
anta- gonist, the apostle Paul, when he was Saul of Tarsus.

But nen and wonen, the greatest thrill to nme, when it
cones to the resurrection and Christ as ny Life and Savior
is that God Yahweh has prom sed, when a man enters into that
rel ati onship through asking Christ to forgive him who died
for our sins, was buried and raised again on the third day,
that God, the Holy Spirit, enters that person and changes
them And one of the greatest evidences is ny own life.
After | came to the point where | acknow edged Jesus Chri st
as ny Savior and Lord, surrendered ny will up to Hm and
trusted Hm nen and wonen, in about six nonths to a vyear
or a year and a half, the nmmjor areas of ny life were
changed.

First, | developed a desire to live a holy and godly
life. Second, | started to experience a peace and genui ne
joy - it wasn't because | don't have conflict - it's in
spite of conflict, the peace that God gives through Jesus
Christ. Third, | gained control over ny tenper. | alnost
killed a young man ny first year in a university. | was con-
stantly losing nmy tenper. After | trusted Jesus as Savior
and Lord, | would catch nyself arising to the crisis of

| osing ny tenper, and it was gone!

Not only ny friends noticed it, but ny enenmies did a | ot
sooner. And only once now, in 22 years that | have had a
personal relationship with God Yahweh, the Father, through
H's Eternal Wrd, the Son, only once have | |ost ny tenper.
He has given ne a supernatural strength over it.

The greatest area, nen and wonen, that |'m thankful |
can share here, is the very love of God. In this sense: My
father was the town alcoholic. | hardly ever knew ny father
when he was not drunk. My friends in school would nmake jokes
about ny father making a fool of hinself. | lived on a farm
and |'d go out to the barn and see ny nother lying in the

gutter in the manure - the bathroomof the cows - beaten so
badly by ny father, ny nother couldn't get up and wal k.

We woul d have friends over. |'d take ny father, tie him
up in the bam and park the car up around the side, and tel
ny friends he had to go on an inportant business trip, so
woul dn't be enbarrassed. |'d take himinto the bam where the
cows would have their little calves. 1'd put his arns



through the boards, and tie them 1'd put a rope around his
neck and pull his head all the way over the backboard, and
tie it around the feet, so if he shuffled his feet, he would
Kill hinself.

One evening, two nonths before | graduated from high
school, | canme hone froma date. Wien | went into the house,
| heard ny nother crying profusely. And | said, "Wuat's

wong?" She said, "Your father has broken ny heart. And all
| want to do is live until you graduate, then | just want to
die."

Do you know, two nonths later, | graduated. And the next
Friday, the 13th, ny nother died. Don't tell ne that you
can't die of a broken heart. My nother did, and ny father
broke it. There was no one | could have hated nore. But nen
and wonen, when | came into this relationship with God
Yahweh, through His Eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ,
after a short period of tine, the |ove of God took contro
of ny life, and He took that hatred and turned it wupside
down.

So much so, | was able to | ook ny father square in the
eyes and say: "Dad, | love you." And the neatest thing is,
really nmeant it! | transferred to another varsity or
university. | was in a serious car accident wth ny |egs,
arm and neck in traction. | was taken home. My father came
into ny room He was very sober because he thought | was
al nost dead. He asked ne this question: "How can you |ove a
father such as 1?" | said, "Dad, six nonths ago, | despised
you. | hated you." Then | shared with himhow I'd cone to

the concl usion seen so clearly, that God Yahweh, the Father

had nanifested H nmself to us, humanity through the Eterna

Wrd, His Son. And then He had died for our sins, that's the
angui sh He went through, M. Deedat.

If you could inmagine all the sins in the world - just
your sins and ny sins would be enough. But all the sins in
the world are upon the Son. The angui sh that was invol ved.
And | said, "Dad, | asked Christ to forgive ne. | asked Hm
to conme intony life as Savior and Lord." | said, "Dad, as
the result of that, | have found the capacity to Ilove and
accept not only vyou, but other people just the way they
are."

| can look at you, M. Deedat, and say, "l honestly |ove
you ... God has given nme a love for you ... | love you so
much, | would |l ove to have you come to know Jesus Christ as

Savior and Lord." And ny father finally just said, "Son, if
your God can do in ny life what | have seen Hmdo in your
life, then | want to know H m personally.”

Right there, ny father just prayed sonmething like this:
"CGod, if You're God, and Christ is the Eternal Wrd, Your
Son, if You can forgive ne and conme into ny life and change
me, then | want to know You personally."

Men and woren, ny life was basically changed in six
nonths to a year, to a year and a half. And there are stil
many areas for God to change. But then, take nmy father. His
life was changed right before ny eyes. M. Deedat, it was
i ke sonmebody reached out and turned on a light bulb. Do you



know, he only touched whi skey once after that. He got it to
his lips, and that was it. He didn't need it anynore.
Fourteen nmonths later, he died. Because three-fourths of his
stomach had to be renpved, as a result of 40-sone years of
drinking. But do you know, |adies and gentlenen, in that
14-mont h period, scores of businessmen in ny hone town and
the surrounding area committed their lives to the living
Cod, through the Eternal Wird, Jesus Christ, because of the
changed life of one of the town's drunks.

M wife, Dottie, puts it this way. She says, "Honey,
because Christ was raised from the dead, He Ilives. And
because He lives, He has the infinite capacity through the
Holy Spirit to enter a man or woman's |ife, and change them
from the inside out." That is why the resur- rected, living
Christ said in one of the 27 books of the New Testanent, "I
was dead, now | amalive." He can say, "I stand at the door
of your life and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens
the door, | will conme in."

cex CLOSI NG STATEMNENTS  cxsssssnussnussnnes

Ahmed Deedat

M. Chairman and | adies and gentlenen of the jury. Man
is coward by nature. From the beginning of Adam vyou
remenber, passing the buck. It's not me, it's the wonan; and
the woman, it's not me, it's the serpent. Man is coward by
nature. And we want sonebody else to carry the burden for
us. We want sonebody else to take the nedici ne when we are
sick. We want sonebody el se's appendix to be renoved, when
ours is rotten. This is man in general

But this is not what Jesus Christ said. He wanted you to
take up your own cross - get yourself crucified. Listen! He

says, "He is not of M who does not take his cross and
follow Me." Take up your cross and follow M. In other
words. Get yourself crucified. No, no, no. No, He didn't
nean that. Wat He neant was, that as | carry My

responsibility, you carry yours. As | pray, you pray. As |
fast. you fast: as |I'mcircuntised, you be circunti sed, what
| do, you do. You carry your own responsibility.

This is what He neant. Now, that is the Islamc systemn
This is what |slamteaches. You see, the system that saves
you after vyears of alcoholism after years of pinching 10
cents fromthe collection plate, you read it here, in Josh's
book, He says every Sunday, the only thing he got out of
church was he was putting in 25 cents and taking out 35 for
m | k-shakes. And then, later oninlife, if you study, we
find the sane thing is being done on a very high |Ievel of
intellectualism But we haven't got the tine to go into
t hat.

Let me end with the nmessage of Jesus: He says, "Verily,
verily, | say unto you, except your righteousness exceed the
ri ght eousness of the scribes and the pharisees, you shall by
no nmeans enter the ki ngdom of heaven." There's no heaven for



you. This is what He says; these are Hs words. And what is
happening is, you are not contradicting H's words. This is
I slam Unless you are better than the Jews, there is no
heaven for you.

He didn't say it's the blood, but your righteousness,
You nust be better than the Jews, You nust fast, as the Jews
fasted, but on a higher level: you must pray, as the Jews
prayed, but on a higher level, you nust give charity, as the
Jews gave charity, but on a higher level. And that is Islam

So, M, Chairman, |adies and gentlenen of the jury,
say that this resurrection, as has been addressed by Josh in
America, under the heading, "Hoax or History," | wll

conclude that here are one thousand nillion people being
taken for a ride on a cross. In Durban, every week, we have
horses taking thousands of people for a ride - every horse.
But here, you are being taken for a ride on the cross.

Thank you very nuch, |adies and gentlenen

# Josh McDowel |

M, Deedat, nowhere in the Christian Bible revealed by
God is a Christian ever commanded to be crucified. W are
told to acknow edge that we are already crucified in Jesus
Chri st.

In Romans 8:32, God, speaking frometernity into tine,
says, "He who did not spare H s own Son, but delivered H m
up ... up for us all.” In nmy country, a young |ady, who was
pi cked up for speeding, was brought before the judge, The
judge said, "@uilty or not guilty?" and she said, "GQuilty."
He brought down the gavel, and the judge fined her $100 or
10 days. Then, an amazing thing took place. The judge stood
up, took off his robe, placed it over the back of the chair,
went down in front, and paid the fine. He was a just judge.
H s daughter had broken the | aw.

No matter how much he | oved his daughter, he had to say
$100 or 10 days. But he loved her enough, he was willing to
go down, and take the penalty upon hinself, and pay it. This
is a clear illustration of what God Yahweh has reveal ed
through H's Holy Wrd. God loves us. Christ died for us. The
Bi bl e very clearly points out the wages of sin is death. So,
God had to bring down the gavel

But, men and wonen, He |oved us so nuch, He was able to
set aside H's judicial robe, and come down in the form of
the man Jesus Christ. And go to the cross and pay the price
for wus. And now, He can say, "l stand at the door of your
life and knock. And if anyone hears My voice, and opens the
door, I will come in."

Yes, M. Deedat, one billion Christians are riding on
the cross. W are being taken for a ride. | believe God has
provided the cross as the chariot to heaven, through the
shed bl ood of Hi s divine Son

Thank you very much, |adies and gentlenmen, for giving me



the privilege, as a person fromanother country, to cone
here, and M. Deedat, | amgreatly indebted to you for this
opportunity. And if vyou cone to ny country, we'll have
di nner together. Thank you.



